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Inset day 22/09/23

The Appleton School
Parent Bulletin

Communication

Thank you all for your kind words and support while we work through the current situation, we’ve
had contact from a number of parents who would like more regular updates and some concise
updates too. We acknowledge that feedback and plan to do the following:

e  Parent Bulletin re-established so any updates can be communicated.
e Social Media to be updated daily, please follow on the below channels.

®  Weekly letters to continue, with further letters with big updates.

The Appleton School @ The Appleton School

Our Social Media and Parent Bulletin will allow us to make quicker communications.

RAAC Update

The Headteacher has been in daily, multiple, meetings with the DfE, Local Authority and the Trust to
arrange for alternative provision should we need it.

We've had surveyors on site to look at how demountables could be set up, due to the incline of our
site it is unfortunately not as easy as dropping them in place and some groundworks will be required.
We are hoping this will occur quickly and our colleagues at ECC and local councillors are helping with
planning permission.

We still do not have any update on the long-term disruption. We are hoping for some tangible up-
dates next week. We are unable to give timelines at this point as we are awaiting for some infor-
mation to be confirmed, as soon as we are able to do so we will.

FAQs

Will this situation impact the students exams?
We very much hope not, we are trying to prioritise the exam years as much as possible. However, we
have already raised this as a concern with the DfE.

What about the other year groups?

We are very much hoping that as the provision on site increases then more year groups will be in
school, our aim is very much to get all students back in school as soon as possible for face-to-face
teaching.

Can other schools help?
Local schools have been helpful with equipment and offers of help, these conversations are ongoing to
look at all possibilities.



https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool/

FAQ continued

What arrangements are being made for sports fixtures?
All sporting fixtures will continue, the PE department are currently looking at this and adaptations
to online learning will be made to support students getting in school on time for the matches.

What about extended days?

Again, we have looked into this idea too. We have multiple possible pathways that we are investi-
gating to get more students in school for face-to-face teaching. We also have been investigating the
possibility of transporting students to other sites.

Can core subjects be prioritised for face-to-face learning?

Currently, we are analysing the days students are in school to maximise the number of core les-
sons they can physically attend. It is impossible to do a hybrid approach for all year groups on all
days as some of our students come into school via public transport and we are limited to 21| class-
rooms. We are also trying to limit the number of staff on site to limit the noisiness of the online
lessons.

What will the report we are waiting for tell us?

The report will confirm the presence, and the extent, of RAAC, as the survey in the summer was a
visual inspection. It would also suggest action that would need to be taken and that would allow us
to determine timescales.

What has been happening in the DfE meetings?

The DfE have been in regular contact with the school to support us, we have been discussing fund-
ing for laptops which we have secured and been providing for the students that need them, arrang-
ing for surveyors to attend the school site to investigate the groundworks for the demountables
(from the DfE and through the Trust/School). MP Rebecca Harris has been very helpful in champi-
oning the school and helping to chase up reports and decision making. The Trust and the DfE have
secured demountables and the site has been assessed for any preparations that need to be made
and discussions are being had on when this can start. Funding has also been secured to help pro-
vide better interactive services for those students currently learning at home.

Will school trips still be going ahead?
Yes, we are very much trying to offer as much of a full curriculum as possible. School trips will still
proceed and are being planned as we speak!

Are you maximising the number of students on site?

Yes, even if we have a period where classrooms are available e.g. a year group (that is in school
already) has PE, then we will invite other year groups into school, to support their mental
wellbeing and give them as many opportunities for face-to-face teaching as possible.



Achievement

In a backdrop of a national drop in top grades across the country, Appleton saw a record number
of grade 9s awarded to our students and as we support remarks we are getting even more! Cur-
rently our students from last year achieved 78 grade 9s and we’re still hoping for more!

Talented Appleton School Sixth Form student Ewan Guarnieri has achieved national recognition
for his short fiction entry ‘A Grand Reveal’ into Orwell Youth Prize as the Senior Runner Up.

Inspired by its own ‘Big Brother’, Britain’s most prestigious national Prize for political writing, the
Orwell Youth Prize aims to support and inspire a new generation of politically engaged young writ-
ers. This year’s entrants were asked to think and write creatively about the theme ‘Who’s in Con-
trol?.

The judges of The Orwell Youth Prize 2023 were Orwell Prize-winning author, Delia Jarrett-
Macauley; Financial Times Global Education Editor, Andrew Jack; the BBC’s Disinformation and
Social Media Correspondent, Marianna Spring; and Forward Prize-winning poet, Will Harris. Over
500 young writers responded in the form of essays, poetry, short fiction, journalism, and video
game designs. The standard was once again incredibly high, so much so that the competition selec-
tors shortlisted forty-three outstanding pieces to go forward to the judges.

Ewan, who is currently in Year 13 at The Appleton School Sixth Form studying A-Levels in Maths,
Physics and English Language, also submitted the short fiction piece as his Extended Project Qualifi-
cation artefact, gaining full marks and an outstanding A* grade this summer. Judges were extremely
impressed with Ewan’s writing with Will Harris Forward Prize-winning poet and Orwell Youth
Prize judge 2023 commenting that Ewan’s writing was, “Remarkable technically, in its control of
pace and paragraph, and in the author’s manipulation of readerly expectation.”

Also a big shout out to our wonderful students who have engaged exceptionally well with their on
line and in school learning, with now over 12000 achievements points awarded in recognition for
the work that they have completed. This demonstrated the resilience that they have built up and
the dedicated staff continuing with the planned curriculum in these challenging times.



Staff Achievement

We are very pleased to hear that Ms Sangha, one of our Maths and Psychology teachers and Apple-
ton Alumni, has had a research paper published from her final year at University of Cambridge
titled ‘A qualitative study investigating the experiences of young adults caring for a sibling with disa-

[

bility within immigrant families in the UK: “Challenges are just the constant’™”. The research paper

has been published in the Journal of Intellectual & Developmental Disability.

We are incredibly proud to count Ms Sangha amongst our Alumni and our staff body!
Congratulations Ms Sangha.




Shoutouts!

Year |3 - Eric Tse and Dexter Whelan - actively contributing to online lessons, asking questions
and providing answers, fully engaging with the lesson.—Mrs Bowen

I nosted a comment:

The poet presented these peoples living conditions by showing that the city/town
she lives in isn't seen to be perfect but rather a place that can be seen as possibly
dangerous. The poet shows this by saying that the "beams balance crookedly on
supports". This piece of imagery suggests that the buildings are not sturdy and are
dangerous to live in. Despite the walls being crooked and rickety the poet explains
at the end of the poem that people still have hope, this can be proven when she
suggest "the bright, thin walls of faith" which emphasises that even though this
town can be seen as claustrophobic and tacky, people still do believe that they can
survive. The reader may feel a sense of gratitude for what they have. Dharker, the
poet, explains that these peoples living conditions can be seen as uncomfortable
but they are still grateful for what they have and have hope that they can get by.

Incredible work from a student above in his English lesson, Mr Archer was very impressed! Also Incredible
work (pictured to the right) from Lilly Adams, again in Mr Archer’s

class ™ The border guard has said
this. This is referring to the
Billy O’'Rourke for showing incredible resilience in his English citizens that have moved
lessons—Mr Gill from the "safe’ country where
they have lived until it's safe
Grace Evason in Year 9. Always engaged in online learning and (their hometown). Finally,
offering really great contributions. Really impressed. - Mr after a few
McGorry months/weeks/days/years
they are allowed back home.
Mrs Birch wants to congratulate the following students to their This can cause some strong
excellent effort with online learning: feelings such as confusion

Molly Baumber and Isabella Bortone - 8Y PE
Mia Birch and Leila Faley - 10Y PE
Maisy Moyet and Vlada Dedin - 10B GCSE PE

Elise Bryant and William OId - | IC GCSE PE

and excitement as well as
anger or sadness.The guard
must feel annoyed and
empathetic

Mrs Beard was particularly impressed with the following students:
9Y2 — Otto Fullick & Brayden Randell, 10X| — Chantel Sorae, Maisy Moyet, Caydon Lee Kemitz & Demi

Ayres, 8X| — Myka Holland & Reece Howard, | I'Y5 — Shauna Fiamani

Mr Polley is full of praise for the following “I feel these students have demonstrated that they have been
working hard and been regularly contributing well during online learning so far. | teach multiple subjects so |

have added the subject or in some cases subjects | teach them in”.

Xenia Florea (year 9 History, Geography and RS), Buhlebethu Hlongwa (year 8 Geography), Jaiden Robinson
(year 8 geography and RS), Dennis Radescu (year 9 RS), Ivy Parsons (year 8 History), Jamie Sinfield (year 8

RS), Evie Blanks (year 8 Geography), Joshua Silk (year 8 History).

MFL want to celebrate these super stars:

Scarlett Hockton - 9Y5 - Scarlett has started the year extremely positively and has been very engaged in her
online lessons. Harry Curtis - 9X| Harry has been engaged in his learning once again this year and has not
let online learning get in the way of that. When Mrs Sandu introduced Class Notebook on Teams, she was
helping the others of how to access their notebook from their own devices. Benjamin Cochrane - 8Y5 -
Benjamin has been engaged online using the chat to share his answers with me and the class. Buhlebethu
Hlongwa - 8x3 - Buhlebethu has started the year brilliantly in both French and German and has been actively
participating in all her online and face to face lessons. She also finished Ist in the online competition on
“Blooket”. Francesca Vickers - 9Y2 - excellent participation, always gives answers and moves onto extension

tasks.

Mr Hannan wants to celebrate the attendance and the incredible effort of his Year | | Physics students—
keep it up!

Ronnie White Year |2: positive attitude to learning in psychology and regularly shares excellent example
answers to exam questions. Chantel Sorae, Year |0: positive attitude to learning in maths and contributes

answers regularly in online lessons—Miss Sangha



Shoutouts Continued...

o/

From Miss N Cox and Mrs E Fox in Curriculum Support:
Jamie Sinfield for online learning

The following students for excellent work in school
Reuben Fox

Harley Spall

Jay Carswell

Robson Brand

Connolly Gill
Finnegan Gill

Buhlebethu Hlongwa
Hayden Kitchen

But also a big shout out to all our students for attending and for coming into school when the
majority of their year group are at home, just cracking on with their lessons with zero fuss and for

generally just being amazing!

Performing Arts Extra Curricular during remote teaching

Drama Club, Wednesday Afterschool. Offered to any students on site. 3pm-4pm in
the gym.

Harmonics, Thursday Afterschool. Students who have been invited to Harmonics can
attend even if working from home on this day. Harmonics will start at a later time of
3.30pm-4.30pm to allow for travel and take place in i2.

Dynamix, Thursday Afterschool. Students who have been invited to Dynamix can
attend even if working from home on this day. Dynamix will start at a later time of
3.30pm-4.30pm to allow for travel and take place in the gym.

Session Band, Friday Afterschool. Students who have been invited to Session Band
can attend even if working from home on this day. Session Band will start at a later
time of 3.30pm-4.30pm to allow for travel and take place in i3. This will not take
place on Friday 22nd due to INSET.

Any questions please contact Mrs Edwards-Ricketts




Wellbeing and Mental Health

'X‘ppletim mindcare@appleton Home v  Wellbeing Strategies v Academic Support v Positivity Hub v =~ Q

Welcome to MindCare@Appleton

We are delighted to invite you to a special space dedicated entirely to your well-being and happiness — the Appleton
MindCare Hub. This page has been thoughtfully crafted with your needs in mind, offering practical strategies and

valuable resources to support your physical, I, and psychological well-being.

Here, you'll discover strategies, tips, and insights to cultivate a healthy and balanced lifestyle. Whether it's dealing with
stress, managing emotions, or finding ways to stay active and positive, we've got you covered.

It's also a place to access essential resources and information shared for significant wellbeing events that matter to our
Appleton community. Whether it's exam preparation, or wellness campaigns, you'll find timely updates and helpful

resources right here.

Remember, your well-being is of utmost importance, and we are committed to providing you with the tools and
knowledge you need to flourish. Together, let's make Appleton a place where every student shines brightly!

We are excited to launch the new MindCare@Appleton website, spearhead by Ms Sangha our Head
of Wellbeing and support. This webpage is for our students to help their wellbeing and mental

health, and it is informed by the results from the Student Surveys conducted last term.

Please click here to access it. students will need to log in using their school google accounts to
access it.

At the Appleton School, your child's emotional wellbeing is important to us.

With the current situation in school, we understand that your child may be experiencing some
anxiety, or have some worries adapting to some of the temporary changes we have had to make in
school.

If, you feel your child may need some support with their wellbeing, or would benefit from further
intervention, then please feel free to contact me at the following email address: in-

fo@theappletonschool.org where it can then be forwarded onto Mrs Benson.

Where appropriate, Mrs Benson will work with your child, either remotely or in person in order to
support them. If necessary, Mrs Benson is able to signpost parents/carers to other members of staff

or external organisations.

May we remind you that if you have any Safeguarding concerns, then these should be directed to the
school Safeguarding Team, in accordance with the school's Safeguarding Policy. This information can

be found on the school website.



https://sites.google.com/theappletonschool.org/mindcareappleton/home

Teaching during RAAC

To offer as much face-to-face teaching as possible we’ve been teaching in creative ways and
teaching in unusual locations!

Mr Dobinson teaching his history class in the Sports Hall, students have been incredible through
this process and have adapted incredibly well!

Water rockets with Mr Hannan’s Year || class—looking at the application of Newton’s laws and
pressure—their application of understanding was superb....and yes Mr Hannan did get soaked!
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Excellent work

A collection of some excellent work from our students

Year 10



Excellent work

A collection of some excellent work from our students

Year 10

BSTEAINZ
TANNERS

‘WINE MERCHANTS

the itemsin this mailing are ully recyclable, FSC Certified and suppore the Woodland
recycle me afer use or pass on to @ friend once you have finished reading.
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Excellent work

A collection of some excellent work from our students

Year 8




Excellent work

A collection of some excellent work from our students

Year 7
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Safeguarding—Setting Boundaries Around Gaming

Top Tips for; | L

SETTING BOUNDARIES
* AROUND GAMING! 7,

If your child loves video games, then youll probably be aw thot huw long 'hoy spend gaming - and
what they're octually playing - can occasionally become a source of concern or conflict. The UK's
trade body for interactive entertainment, Ukle, has recently lounched a compaign to promote
afer and more responsible gaming among young people - with parents and carers
helping by setting sensible and fair boundaries. Our guide hos tips on key areas where

ROMOTE SAFER you could agree some healthy ground rules for your child's goming activity FACTOR IN ERIENDS #
GAME CHOICES n E o

Deckiing which online enes ore
OK - and which sl
Is tricky S«mmmalmcnldnnlo -

y online
provide more iInsight
into ura\k:uot game, while the
of controls on most consoles
olw W to limit who can chot to
your child or send them friend
requests. Remind your child of the

hazords around strangers oniine
when you discuss this noay with
them.

ENCOURAGE
REGULAR BREAKS £

your chikd understand the need
breok

shons. Bear
games such as role- ying
3) require time ivestment
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bu s, such as having a drink of

water o getting some fresh alr
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Theee's no doubit that gaming can be
pioyon often 4’,
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up to. Manry young gamers love
to buy new skins or rodes for thelr

eoch
boundary will not only help your child
to manoge their upoclcmon: bu( will
olso moke you mon oware of

DISCUSS AGE @,!

RATINGS

Chidren often ignore the oqc rvvnqs
0N garmes - of are unaware they
oven exist. i you're M:zy with you

rotings mean and why theyre
Iv"nponont You could odd context to
boundary by browsing games
boxes loqolh« while shopping,
discussing why some games might
have earmed certain age -onng-
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\
o your child Is @ keen video —

t they may try to extend
this ance the: r-l ther. Try
coming up w jos or
chaolleng: u‘otlhom during screen
bfoch i they join in, they som o
lictle n\mmonumgomc

*e onrmml mchdm‘ toqulo
high skill levels.

TALK ABOUT
EMOTIONS

your child m maonitor

emotions os they play. Discuss
whot is (and hn 1) on occeptable
Sevel of COMpetitiveness 10 show
while ing. Are thvy ullvmd o
trosh tolk cl'wr
onomph‘l Con t nonc. when they
L angry if the

athers con bﬂnpl

the theill of onmomm? Ll chnﬂ-nqo
Try 1o steer your child towoeds
games that Imd to pvoouco these
more positiv

BE PREPARED
FOR TROLLS

A frequent problem when
online is of
o b 5
m child nowu how to report

k someons who makes their
experence o ive one. Between
you, decide if or how they should
deal with these online trolls. Talk
about where your child's
are in terms of what they think is
acceptable: whot behaviowr by other
users is merely frustrating. and whot
crosses the line to become upsetting
of abusive.

#WakeUpWednesday

tional_online_safety

Users of this guide do +0 0t thelr own dscretion. Ne ability is emtered inte. Current as of the dote of release: 13.09.2010




Safeguarding—Live Streaming
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24TH & 25TH OCTOBER

KIDS OCTOBER CAMPS

HADLEIGH PARK LAWN
TENNIS CLUB

Looking for an activity for your kids over the
school holidays?
Why not join us and sign them up for a tennis

10 AM-2PMMINI &
ORANGE (4-9 YEARS)

Prices:
Member - £20 per day

Non Member - £22 per day

For more information or to book a
place, please contact Graham on
07745 943403




Careers Newsletter

Events Spotlight

The Parent Perspective

“The Parent Perspective” is an exciting podoast series for parents
and carers, helping them to support their children with careers
advice and guidance. Series 3 is bigzer and better than ever, l=d by
our brilliant new host, Rachel Burden!

E3ch epizode Rachel speaks toa diverse mix of parents, bringing
their burning questions to expert speakers from the careers world.
Together they uncover practical solutions and informative an-
swers, to help you and your child make informed decisions on
those all important next steps.

https:/famazingapprenticeships. com,the-parent-perspective
podcast/

sionals supporting them.

Finding Employment for Autistic Job Seekers

‘Wanda Latchford from the Autism at Work team will present an engaging webinar

series to help you learn more about your own autism and neurodiversity and how MNational
you can begin to think about your strengths, challenzes, reasonable adjustments Autistic
and strategies - and what benefits you can bring to your new team and work- S'Qﬂet‘f

place. These webinars are open to autistic people, their family, carers and profes-

https:/fwww. autizm.or g uk fwhatwe-do/employment/empl oyment -webinar

"|_|'I | F' T LJ .ll:"t'L

Get Into Medicine UCAS Conference

This comprehensive conference covers all of the essential requirements for applying to medical school and
provides invaluable tips on how to stand out from the crowd. With inf ormative sessions led by experienced
professionals, you'll gain an understanding of what medical schools are looking for, learn how to perform
phenomenally in interviews, and discover the importance of extracurricular activities in your application. This
conference i the perfect opportunity to take that first essential step towards a career in medicing, and it's all
comvenienthy acoessible from the comfiort of your own home. Don't miss out on this amazing opportunity to
get ahead and become a competitive applicant for medical school - register for Medic Mentor's virtual get
into medicine conference today! hitps://medicmentor org/getinto-medicine -ucas-conference/

MEDIC s
MENTOR ¥,

with a Chief Mentor
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Careers Newsletter

News Spotlight

Unifrog Launch 2023

4

s+ o Where you <

Log in io Unibog todie. ™

Searching for career inspiration and ideas can be dificult. That's

. '4:_'-": N why we use Unifrog! Here you'll find useful information and tools to

help you plan for your future and make steps towards mesting your
azpirations.
Unifrog i anintegral part onthe careers curriculum and is wsed in

L ]
-
‘ end up after ....“‘ school throughout the academic year. All students have access to
school is in \& their Unifrog acoount and we would strongly encourage logging in
your hands. for independent research regularty at home too.

Unifrog iz a complete destinations platform that allows students to
search for opportunities and make applications for their next steps.
The data baze is packed with information about career routes and
the current labour market. There are lots videos and articles 1o
discover and live webinars you can join that focus on spedfic
Imdustries. viou'll find really useful information about colleges and
sixth forms spanning the country, with great advice  regarding,
oourzes, the difference in qualifications, distance, travel and
bursaries. You caneven search for live apprenticeships and makea
short list to help you stay in control of your own destination,
Pttps://www.unifrog. org/

l-'.'l..

Unifrog Events 23/24: Students

+ University applications maseerclasses 28 - 27 Septembser - oupadt
application tips from somae of the bop universities on applying to competitha
and specialist uniirsities snd apphing for competitive courses.

+ UK Black History Manth webinar 9§ Detaber - opporunities for you to calebrate UK Black History,
learn about micro snd maro sppretsiond, and heas from oreatrves sbout what B4l means to
thri.

& Day in the life of series 15 13 November - appomunity o biar from some of the UK biggest
emplyers o et iTs bee 5o wirk in & range of industres,

* Apprenticeship application masterclasses 27 - 29 November - expert tips from some the biggest
employers om applying to apprenticeships and how to ste the interview process.

o GCSE tholces 11 December - top tips when 12 comes i choosing your GC5ES and baw to decide which
sudject i5 st for you

+ Poge-16 chobees 12 December - hear from the expens about the different pathways you can chocse
podt-16, from Adevel. to T-levels, and BTECS,




Careers Newsletter

Subject Spotlight

ENGINEERINSG

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
* EMERGY ENGINEER
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CHrEsa Eviys L [rf oy Sleiie, i EvRrpiley [ isells

CIVIL MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
ENGIMEERING o« MOTORSPORT ENGINEER

« HYDROLOGIST Deign, deveehog. ean sl Baold Cary pod maprgiiabes
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SKILLS REQUIRED

& team werking = problem-ialving & managerment akilly

« analytical skills & maths skills
SALARY PROSPECTS
Civil, cheesmiscal, mechandcal, and electrical Schence, research, enginesring, and technology
U snrsl median: (47,504 - (30868 professionals:
Enginsering professisnaly: o pretic 451 fepem 2T oo DOTT, drewting 040 ln
Linaeibon insal meciibn (147, 194 Landan prowthc +11.7% frem 2507 oo 3007, creating 36,165
Tez Bsgiems Touptharnd 0d, %603 Londen OL4T, 19dL Tam

Whiaia i {145 W05

Visit Unifrog's Careers library for more information!




Autumn Term Dates

Friday 22nd September non pupil day

Friday 20th October non pupil day

Monday 23rd October- 27th October Half Term
Wednesday 20th December last day of term

Spring Term Dates

Thursday 4th January 24 students return

Monday 19th February -23rd February Half Term
Friday 8th March non pupil day

Thursday 28th march last day of term

Summer Term Dates

Thursday 4th January 24 students return

Monday 19th February -23rd February Half Term
Friday 8th March non pupil day

Monday 27th May-31st May Half Term

Friday 19th July last day of term

GCSE Revision Resources

We have provided a wide range of resources to aid your son/daughter when it comes to
their revision for each of their examination subjects.

http://www.theappletonschool.org/students/revision-resources

A-Level Revision Resources

We have provided a wide range of resources to aid your son/daughter when it comes to
their revision for each of their examination subjects.

http://www.theappletonschool.org/sixth-form/student-life/ks5-resources



http://www.theappletonschool.org/sixth-form/student-life/ks5-resources
http://www.theappletonschool.org/students/revision-resources
https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login
https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk/#core/login
https://accounts.google.com/AccountChooser?service=writely
https://www.satchelone.com/
https://teams.microsoft.com/
https://swgfl.org.uk/whisper/tas1/
http://www.theappletonschool.org/sixth-form/student-life/ks5-resources

